
 

 

                                                        Autumn/winter 2020 

 

Editor's introduction 

Welcome to the next edition of the Flyer, somewhat later then scheduled due to problems with the 

computer. I did not think that I would have much to include for this edition but people have rallied 

round to provide what, I hope, will be interesting . I would still like to receive more articles from my 

readers. 

Leonard Hewitt  
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Chairman's report 

With the New Year almost in sight the only aspect of RAFA life that I can make comment on relating 

to 2020 is that I sincerely hope that the coming year will be an improvement on the one we are 

about to leave behind.  Who would have thought that this time last year (2019) we were about to 

enter one of the most difficult years in recent history?  I would suggest that the last time the world’s 

population experienced such restrictions on leading a normal life was during WWII.  Back then the 

war was against oppression whereas over the past 9 months the emphasis has been on avoiding the 

contagion, staying safe, and ensuring that those closest to us also remained safe.  I seem to recall 

that in March we were told that the epidemic would be under control by the Summer.  But the 

Summer came and still we were in the grip of a profoundly serious illness that showed no sign of 

abating.  Even today I heard on the Spanish news service that the number of people in Spain 

contracting the illness continues to increase, notwithstanding the precautions being taken.  



However, the announcement that effective vaccines have been approved and a ‘roll-out’ programme 

to vaccinate the most vulnerable in our society has begun (at least in the UK) is most welcome – we 

must keep our fingers crossed that the early indications of effectiveness stand the test of time. The 

plan for vaccinations in Spain suggests that those over the age of 75 will be amongst the initial 

groups to benefit from the vaccine – that should include most of us – ever hopeful. 

Since October, the Branch has shown small shoots of a recovery as we held both committee and 

branch meetings, although a deterioration in Covid19 conditions during November meant that any 

plan to hold meetings during that month had to be abandoned.  However, we managed to restart 

again in December.  The committee is still undecided about plans for January and beyond and I 

regret that such decisions will depend entirely on the future evolution/control of the epidemic 

within our area.  We will keep in touch with you regarding future activities. 

One aspect of our administration that we need to resolve is regarding the payment of our annual 

subscriptions.  We need to collect these subs ideally before mid-January 2021 to avoid members 

being shown on the RAFA database as ‘lapsed’.  Len Hewitt recently sent an email to all members 

regarding the various methods of payment.  I realise that for some of us none of the methods 

suggested would be without complications.  However, what is most important is that the 

Membership Secretary must be informed that you will be renewing your membership – the money 

can always follow; if you have not as yet done so, please send Jane an email at 

chimfa1967@gmail.com  

Likewise, the Association expects us to hold an AGM early in the new year.  In the past we have held 

our AGM during February.  This might not be possible in 2021.  However, as I understand the 

complexities of RAFA regulations, an AGM can be held as late as the end of March.  I am sure that if 

Covid19 conditions do not improve, RAFA HQ would need to accept a deferment beyond March.  I 

am aware that some branches in the European and Overseas Area have not yet been able to hold 

their 2020 AGM – we were lucky to hold our AGM early in February before the virus caused 

everything to come to a sudden halt! 

Notwithstanding the lockdown, RAFA has continued its normal business and Len Hewitt has been 

passing bulletins and other useful information to all those who we have email addresses for.  

Moreover, I have attended numerous (virtual) meetings, mostly as a member of the Branch and 

Membership Committee.  Furthermore, the need for welfare assistance has not diminished and this 

has kept Maggie Dennis very busy throughout the year, particularly in obtaining financial assistance 

for those in need.  Additionally, the £1,000 collected by Sue McNae as the branch 2020 Wings 

donation will be most welcome at HQ where income during 2020 has been badly hit. 

In closing this report, Margaret and I would like to wish you all an enjoyable Christmas and New 

Year.  Hopefully, the coming year will be better than 2020. 

Bob Hunt. 

mailto:chimfa1967@gmail.com


Anniversary of the Wellington crash  

Photograph by Sue McNae  

 

On 5 December, Colin, Cameron and Sue climbed the Montgo mountain up to the memorial on the 

seventieth anniversary of the crash of the Wellington aircraft to remember the seven aircrew who 

lost their lives. Picture shows Colin McNae with the Branch standard and the Shawbury wreath. 

 

20 Questions 

1.Afrikaans is a derivative of which other language? 

2.The correct name for the Northern Lights is Aurora Borealis. What is the correct name for the 

Southern Lights? 

3.Which large animal is thought to produce its own suntan lotion from natural skin secretions? 

4.In which country were David Beckham and Posh Spice married? 

5.The Great Orme is a prominent feature in which Welsh town? 

6.Which poem by Kipling ends with the line “And which is more, you´ll be a man, my son”? 

7.Which ground is home to Warwickshire County Cricket Club? 

8.Which British singer had hits with “From Russia with love” and “Softly as I  leave you”? 

9.In a theatre what name is given to the part of the stage that projects into the audience? 

10.Which mythical creature had the head and body of a lion and the wings and talon of an eagle? 

11.What is produced by the bacterial fermentation of milk? 



12.Which breed of goat produces mohair? 

13.In Monopoly what colour are Bow St, Vine St and Marlborough St? 

14.Which alcoholic drink translates into English as Aunt Mary? 

15.Which is the most southerly capital city in Europe? 

16.The Nags Head was the pub in which classic sit com? 

17.In literature who owned a dog called Bullseye? 

18.After whom is Delhi International Airport named? 

19.Often referred to in reports from war zones what do the letters IED stand for? 

20.From which family of flowers does the vanilla pod come? 

 

Annual Christmas dinner 

On Tuesday, 15 December, 29 members and guests assembled at Pepe’s restaurant in Alcalali to enjoy an 

excellent meal. Sue McNae organised a raffle which raised €105. Pictures show many of the diners, some in 

festive attire. 
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Photographs by Leonard Hewitt  

 

 

 

 



Presentations 

Sue McNae presented a certificate of appreciation to Jo Sault of the bar Bariloche, Tabaira, for the 

donation to Wings Appeal collected in a jar on the bar. 

 

 

Sue McNae presented a certificate of appreciation to the staff of the Overseas supermarket, 

Benissa for the donation to Wings Appeal collected at the store. 

 

 

Photographs by Colin McNae  

 

Quiz night 

A quiz night was held at the Inn on the Green, Javea, on 22 October and was well supported, raising 

€557, which included a raffle for the Wings Appeal.   

 



 

The winning team  
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Answers to 20 questions 

1. Dutch  2. Aurora Australia  3. Hippopotamus  4. Ireland  5. Llandudno   

6. “If”  7. Edgbaston  8. Matt Monro  9.  Apron  10. Griffon  11. Yoghurt  

12. Angora  13. Orange  14. Tia Maria  15. Valletta  16. Only Fools and Horses   

17. Bill Sykes  18. Indira Gandhi  19. Improvised explosive device  20. Lily 



Forthcoming events  

Annual General Meeting. To be advised 

Flying day. To be advised 

Contact 

All articles ideally electronically, and not locked or copy protected and good quality 

photographs, which you own or have publishing rights, to the Editor: Leonard D Hewitt 

Email: rafancbbflyer@gmail.com  Tel: 965 973 459 

Next Deadline:  Items no later than 1 March 2021, please 

RAFA NCB Branch:   rafa-ncb.org.uk 

 

Useful Information 

 
Police & Fire 

National Police  091 

Fire Service   095 

Electricity (Iberdrola) 901 202 021 

 
Hospitals 

Dénia Hospital (La Jara)   966 429 000 

Help Desk Dénia Hospital   966 429 346 

Emergencies 112 

Pedrera Hospital (Dénia)  965 579 700 

Alicante General   965 938 300 

Universitario Valencia   961 622 300 

Help Organisations 

Help of Dénia & Equipment   966 427 044 

Hospital de Villajoyosa   966 859 800 

Dénia Emergency Equipment    966 427 044 

 

Other Information 

Help of Dénia Interpreters   966 427 044 

British Consulate   965 216 022 

Help of Benidorm    607 387 040 

Help (Benidorm) Equipment   663 495 396 

http://www.rafa-ncb.org.uk/


Help of Campello & San Juan    965 638 259 

Alicante Airport    966 919 000 

Valencia Airport   961 598 500 

 

 

    (Leonard Hewitt, December 2020) 

 

 


